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Recently Published / vi 2008

Apart from directly commissioning reviews, LT solicits offers to review books --
those listed in this regular feature of ALT News or whichever others you’d like to
add on your own understanding of the attribute “typologically relevant”.  For
purposes of book reviewing in LT, what matters is that REVIEWS are done from
a distinctively typological angle, whatever angles the books reviewed are done
from.  Prospective reviewers so intentioned please get in touch.

Drop me a line with bibliographical particulars if you want to make sure your
own relevant publications will be included in the next listing.  And remind your
publisher to send a review copy to:

LINGUISTIC TYPOLOGY,
Sprachwissenschaft, Universität Konstanz,
78457 Konstanz, Germany.

Do feel free to offer to review grammars for LT too (again, from a distinctively
typological angle).  Those grammars we are aware of are listed in GRAMMAR
WATCH on the ALT homepage (updated annually).  Again, do send particulars
of grammars not (yet) listed, published 2000 CE onwards.

(Apologies for possibly repeated listings from the last ALT News.)

Frans Plank
frans.plank@uni-konstanz.de

Baker, Mark C. 2008. The syntax of agreement and concord. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Bowern, Claire. 2008. Linguistic fieldwork: A practical guide.  Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan.

Campbell, Lyle & William J. Poser. 2008. Language classification: History and method.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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Donohue, Mark & Søren Wichmann (eds.) 2008. The typology of semantic alignment.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Enfield, N. J. & Tanya Stivers (eds.) 2008. Person reference in interaction. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Frajzyngier, Zygmunt & Erin Shay (eds.). 2008. Interaction of morphology and syntax:
Case studies in Afroasiatic. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

García Velasco, Daniel & Jan Rijkhoff (eds.). 2008. The noun phrase in Functional
Discourse Grammar. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.
Goddard, Cliff (ed.). 2008. Cross-linguistic semantics. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

Good, Jeff (ed.). 2008. Linguistic universals and language change. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.
[Contributions by Good, Kiparsky, Harris, Blevins, Bybee, Garrett, Albright, Haspelmath,
Kuteva & Heine, Whitman, Hopper, Nichols.]

Haig, Geoffrey. 2008. Alignment change in Iranian languages: A Construction
Grammar approach. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Kachru, Braj B., Yamuna Kachru, & S. N. Sridhar. 2008. Language in South Asia.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

König, Christa. 2008. Case in Africa. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Korjakov, Ju. B. 2006. Atlas kavkazskix jazykov s prilozeniem polnogo reestra jazykov.
Moskva: Piligrim.

Kurzon, Dennis & Silvia Adler (eds.) 2008. Adpositions: Pragmatic, semantic and
syntactic perspectives. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

Matthews, Peter H. 2008. Syntactic relations: A critical survey. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Muysken, Pieter. 2008. Functional categories. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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O’Connor, Loretta. 2008. Motion, transfer and transformation: The grammar of change
in Lowland Chontal. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

Patri, Sylvain. 2007. L’alignement syntaxique dans les langues indo-européennes
d’Anatolie. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Pizzuto, Elena & Raffaele Simone (eds.) 2008.  Verbal and signed languages:
Comparing structures, constructs and methodologies. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Roberts, Ian G. (ed.) 2007. Comparative grammar. 6 volumes. London: Routledge.

[The Publishers:  The study of comparative grammar has long been a concern of linguistic
theory. To the extent that, by studying the aspects of grammar which vary, we might arrive
at an idea of what does not vary, this study can be seen as one way of studying universals
of grammar. Although it has antecedents in the Middle Ages, comparative grammar was
not systematically studied until the nineteenth century, and then purely from a historical
perspective. In the past forty years, however, two important approaches have emerged:
Greenbergian language typology and the Chomskyan programme based on the idea of the
interaction of the principles and parameters of universal grammar. In recent years, these
two approaches have to a degree converged. Our notion of how grammatical systems vary
and our ability to provide detailed, sophisticated analyses of this variation across a range of
languages and grammatical phenomena is probably greater than it has been at any time in
the past.

Concentrating on principles-and-parameters theory, this new Routledge Major
Work presents a general, detailed and critical overview of what has been achieved. Aside
from the first and last volumes, each one is devoted to a particular aspect of grammatical
variation which has been identified as underlying important differences among languages.
The first volume presents some of the most important work prior to the formulation of the
principles-and-parameters approach in approximately 1980, including Greenberg’s
seminal early paper on language typology, while the last volume, in addition to considering
further aspects of variation, briefly illustrates how the principles-and-parameters approach
has been applied to first-language acquisition and syntactic change.

With comprehensive introductions to each volume, newly written by the editor,
which place the collected material in its historical and intellectual context, Comparative
Grammar is an essential work of reference and is destined to be valued by linguistics
scholars and students as a vital research resource.
Table of Contents
Volume One: Early Work (Pre-1980) Volume Two: The Null-Subject Parameter
Volume Three: Head-Complement Order Volume Four: Wh-Movement Volume
5: Verb Movement 5.1. V-to-I Movement 5.2. Verb Second 5.3. VSO Languages
Volume Six: Further Issues 6.1 Further Kinds of Syntactic Variation 6.2 First-
Language Acquisition and Syntactic Variation 6.3 Diachronic Syntax.]

[A bargain, at GBP 860.00. [FP]]
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Romeo, Nicoletta. 2008. Aspect in Burmese: Meaning and function. Amsterdam:
Benjamins.

Sapir, Edward. 2008. The collected works; 1: General linguistics. Ed. by Pierre Swiggers.
Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Seiler, Hansjakob. 2008. Universality in language beyond grammar: Selected writings
1990–2007. Edited by Thomas Stolz. (Diversitas Linguarum 17.) Bochum:
Universitätsverlag Dr. N. Brockmeyer.

Siegel, Jeff. 2008. The emergence of pidgin and creole languages. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Stolz, Thomas, Sonja Kettler, Cornelia Stroh, & Aina Urdze. 2008. Split possession: An
areal-linguistic study of the alienability correlation and related phenomena in the
languages of Europe. Amsterdam: Benjamins.

Wilhelm, Andrea. 2007. Telicity and durativity: A study of aspect in Dëne Suliné
(Chipewyan) and German. London: Routledge.


